
 

Spring 2010 Field Notes 
A busy spring started on 3/20/10 when Bill Resotko led a trip to the Manasquan area. Several Common 

Loons and Purple Sandpipers were visible at the jetty. Fish Crows were vocal throughout the day. The winter 
storm the previous week wreaked havoc at Silver Lake with only 1 Black-crowned Night Heron found. On 3/21, 
Don Torino led a trip to Laurel Hill with American Ravens, Red-winged Blackbird, Great Cormorant, 
Mockingbird, Greater Black-backed Gull, Downy Woodpecker, American Wigeon, Gadwall, Killdeer (heard), 
Mute Swan, Song Sparrow, Northern Flicker, Turkey Vulture, Canada Goose, Double-crested Cormorant, 
Mallard and an adult Bald Eagle. We traveled back down the shore on 3/27 as Peggy O’Neill led our Sandy 
Hook trip. A great variety of birds included Horned Grebe, Red-breasted Merganser, Brant, Oystercatcher, 
Osprey, Cedar Waxwings, Red-winged blackbird, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Mourning Dove, Grackles, Starlings, 
Double-crested Cormorant, Great Cormorant, Herring Gull, Long Tail Duck, American Black Duck, Mallard, 
Song Sparrow, Robin, Crow, Mute Swan, Mockingbird, Tree Swallow, Turkey Vulture, Red-throated Loon, 
Cardinal, White-throated Sparrow, Junco, Carolina Wren, Phoebe, Common Loon, American Coot, Piping Plover 
and the trifecta of Scoters - White-winged Scoter, Black Scoter, Surf Scoter, ably spotted by Denise Farrell and 
Bill Resotko. 

We began April with our 4/3 walk to Overpeck led by Gerry and Harry Byrne.  A warm sunny day yielded 
Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard, Red-tailed Hawk, Killdeer, 
Tree Swallow, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Mourning Dove, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Blue Jay, American Crow, Carolina Wren, American Robin, European Starling, 
Northern Cardinal, Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-
headed Cowbird, American Goldfinch, and Monk Parakeet. Don Torino led us through Harrier Meadow on 
4/11 with sightings of Double-crested Cormorant, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Gadwall, Mallard, Northern 
Shoveler, Herring Gull, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Ring-necked Pheasant (heard), Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, 
Northern Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk, Peregrine, Mourning Dove, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Tree 
Swallow, Common Raven, Northern Mockingbird, American Robin, Palm Warbler, Savannah Sparrow, White-
throated Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, American 
Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. Brenda McIntyre led two April trips to the Celery Farm (4/10 and 4/24). 
Sightings from one or both trips included Blue Jay, Red-winged Blackbird (male and female), American Robin 
(male and female), Mourning Dove, American Crow, European Starling, Tree Swallow, Song Sparrow, Downy 
Woodpecker (male and female), Canada Goose, Mallard (male and female), Great Blue Heron, Double-crested 
Cormorant, Tufted Titmouse, Red-bellied Woodpecker (male), Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Turkey Vulture, Northern 
Cardinal (male and female), Northern Flicker (male and female), Palm Warbler, Common Grackle, Ring-necked 
Duck (lone male), Wood Duck (male , Spotted Sandpiper, Black-crowned Night Heron, Yellow-rumped Warbler 
(male and female) and an Osprey flying overhead close enough to give great looks to all! 

A series of three trips to Van Buskirk Island were led by Gerry and Harry Byrne and were highlighted on 
4/13 by the long present Red-headed Woodpecker. Other birds included Black-crowned Night Heron, Canada 
Goose, Mallard, Red-tailed Hawk, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Blue Jay, Tufted Titmouse, American Robin, N. Mockingbird, Palm Warbler, Northern 
Cardinal, Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, House Sparrow.  By our return trip on 5/11, the RH Woodpecker was gone; however, we added  a 
Green Heron on that visit. The trip to this location on 6/8 yielded similar birds highlighted by a baker’s dozen 
Black-crowned Night Herons. 

We started May with a 5/1 trip to Glenhurst Meadows led by Gerry and Harry Byrne. A good variety of 
birds included Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Canada Goose, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Red-tailed hawk, Tree 
Swallow, Mourning Dove, Chimney Swift, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Barn 
Swallow, Blue Jay, American Crow, Tufted Titmouse, Eastern Bluebird, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray 
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(continued from previous page) Catbird, Cedar Waxwing, Blue-winged Warbler (H), Yellow Warbler, B&W 
Warbler (H), Common Yellowthroat, Northern Cardinal, Rose-br Grosbeak, Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparrow, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, and American Goldfinch. Garrett Mountain did not 
disappoint on 5/16 with a large crowd led by Brenda McIntyre. Birds seen that day were Great Blue Heron, 
Baltimore Oriole, Gray Catbird, American Robin, Barn Swallow, Tree Swallow, House Sparrow, Mourning 
Dove, Common Grackle, Canada Goose, Cedar Waxwing, American Goldfinch, Mallard, Brown Thrasher, 
Chimney Swift, Tufted Titmouse, Red-winged Blackbird, Indigo Bunting, Red-tailed Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, 
Eastern Phoebe, Great-crested Flycatcher, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Scarlet Tanager, Osprey, Turkey Vulture, 
Veery, Wood Thrush, Swainson's Thrush, European Starling, Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Lincoln Sparrow, 
Ovenbird, Blue Jay, Northern Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal, 
American Crow, Chipping Sparrow, Northern Mockingbird, White-breasted Nuthatch, Warblers - Canada, 
Blackburnian, Yellow, Common Yellow-throat, Magnolia, Black-throated Blue, Nashville, Chestnut-sided, 
Northern Parula, Black-throated Green, Bay-breasted, Black-and-white, and  American Redstart. We ended 
May with our 5/29 Overpeck walk led by Dick Engsberg. An overcast day produced a very good variety of birds 
including Red-winged Blackbird, Warbling Vireo, Barn Swallow, Tree Swallow, Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
Common Yellow Throat, Yellow Warbler, American Robin, Black-crowned Night Heron, American Raven, 
Northern Cardinal, Mourning Dove, Willow Flycatcher, Song Sparrow, Northern Flicker, Gray Catbird, Double-
crested Cormorant, Great Egret, Eastern Kingbird, Cedar Waxwing, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, 
Rock Pigeon, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, House Sparrow, Baltimore Oriole, Canada Goose, House Wren. 
Highlight was American Raven flyover. Baltimore oriole and Cedar Waxwings were observed on their nest. 
Thanks to all our field trip leaders. 

From the President’s Perch: 
It was a very busy spring for BCAS with many wonderful 

trips, Green Fairs, Earth Day events, and school programs. 

And, as you will see in this newsletter, our wonderful 

walks and events continue even though we take a break in 

our monthly meetings until September. 

Earlier this year, our long time Field Trip Committee 

chairperson, Harold Feinberg, stepped down from this 

position. It was with great reluctance that I accepted his 

resignation. Harold has been part of the foundation of our 

organization from the early days of BCAS. He has been a 

mentor to many, an enthusiastic supporter of our 

endeavors, and an integral part of planning and leading 

our field trips – for many years, the focus of our 

organization. He has always given freely of his expertise 

with a combination of patience and knowledge that few 

possess. While Harold is stepping down from his 

chairmanship, we know that he will remain an 

enthusiastic member of our organization, and we are 

forever indebted for his service and participation. We now 

welcome Denise Farrell to this position. 

About the same time that Harold advised the Board of his 

decision, we decided to establish our first Conservation 

Award, an award meant to recognize those hard working 

devoted individuals who give of themselves to improve the 

environment, enlighten and engage others, and who are 

committed to making a better place for their neighbors and 

the community. (Details are in this newsletter). As these 

traits are so representative of Harold, the Board felt it was 

only fitting that Bergen County Audubon’s Conservation 

award will be designated the ―BCAS/Harold Feinberg 

Conservation Award‖ to honor Harold for all that he 

represents and all that he has done for our organization. 

Regards, Beth Goldberg 
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Your Backyard Habitat — A Berry For Every Season 
So you live in Bergen County and don’t have acres and acres of 

backyard to plant enough trees and shrubs to have a constant source 
of berries for the birds? Fear not! There is a way to have the right 
berries in your yard at the right time. And that is the wonderful 
thing about using Native plants , They will produce fruit at exactly 
the time when birds need them the most and having at least one 
plant that will produce berries in each of the different seasons can 
mean survival to many birds especially during migration. 

Let’s start with one of the most important early berry producing 
plants - Serviceberry (Amelanchier Canadensis). Some call it June 
Berry because that’s when it produces the masses of berries loved by 
many birds such as Cedar Waxwings and Orioles. I love hanging out 
near the Serviceberries at DeKorte Park, you don’t have to wait long 
before birds are flying in to devour the sweet fruit. And if you need a 
good snack while out birding , the service berries are just great! 

For Summertime fruit bearing shrubs, look at Elderberry and some 
of the shrub dogwoods such as Silky (Cornus amomum) , Red Osier 
Dogwood (Cornus sericea) or my favorite, Pagoda Dogwood (Cornus 
alternifolia) which is considered a large shrub or small tree. All 
these plants will attract birds such as Wood Thrush, Great Crested 
Flycatcher, Veery and Red-eyed Vireo. 

For Fall migration you can’t beat some of the Viburnums such as 
Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum) or High Bush Cranberry 
(Viburnum trilobum). Both of these shrubs will produce fruit at 
migration time and hold their berries into early winter. 

For Winter time try Winterberry Hollies and Chokeberry. Both 
plants hold their berries well into the cold months when migrating 
Robins will flock into your snow filled yard to dine on these fruits. 

These are only a few; there are many other great Native plants 
that I didn’t mention. Let me know what your favorites are and we 
will put them in our next newsletter. You can contact me at 
Greatauk4@aol.com. 

Don Torino, Education Chair 

Announcing the First “BCAS/Harold Feinberg Conservation Award” 
One of the best things about working with Bergen Audubon as the Education chairperson, has been 

the opportunity to meet many devoted, hard working people in many small communities around 

Bergen county that are committed to conservation and making the environment a better place for 

their neighbors and the wildlife around them. These unsung Heroes have given of themselves with 

little recognition and often with personal sacrifice. So it is in their honor that we are proud to 

announce the first ―Bergen County Audubon/Harold Feinberg Conservation Award‖ and we are 

asking you to nominate a candidate that you think should be recognized. Please send us the name of 

someone who you think has worked hard on behalf of the environment and the BCAS board will 

consider them for the Award. 

Nominations must include: 

 Name and address or phone number of the individual 

 Description of their accomplishment; why you think this individual(s) should receive this award 

(300 words or less) 

 Your name and address or phone number 

You must be a member of National Audubon or BCAS to submit a nomination although the nominee 

need not be a member. All nominations must be received no later than September 30, 2010 with 

award presentation to be made at our meeting on December 15, 2010. Submissions may be mailed to 

BCAS, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ  07653 or email to Don Torino at greatuk4@aol. (see the President’s 

message for details on how this award was named) 

Nesting Boxes Readied for 

the Birds on March 26 
On a very cold, windy day, ten 

intrepid volunteers met with Gil 
Hawkins at the Overpeck Preserve. 
Since the remediation to be done will 
not be taking place until 
midsummer, all the nesting boxes, 
which we had removed last Fall, 
were able to be reinstalled in time 
for the current nesting season. Early 
returning Tree Swallows were 
already looking for the boxes in their 
usual places. By the next day, boxes 
#9 and #11 had already been 
claimed. When the remediation is 
completed, the area along the lake 
will look very different, but the 
nesting boxes will be permanently 
installed along the trail. One 
unhappy finding was the disappear-
ance of five boxes and poles from the 
vicinity of the Overpeck trailer. 

Many thanks to Harry Byrne, Dick 
Engsberg, Denise Farrell, Edith 
Gioseffi, Beth Goldberg, Marie 
Longo, Don McNeil, Netanel Paley 
and Rachel Stern for helping to 
install the boxes. A special thanks to 
Dick Engsberg for cleaning out the 
permanently installed boxes, while 
the weather was still warm. 

Gerry Byrne, Conservation Chair 



 

August 1 (Sunday)  10:00 AM    Shorebirds    DeKorte Environmental Center 

Leaders:  Peggy O’Neill & Don Torino  (201) 636-4022 or e-mail greatauk4@aol.com 
 

August 7 (Saturday)  9:00 AM    Overpeck Preserve 

Leader:  Dick Engsberg   (201) 947-0596   Meet at trailer at end of dirt road past stables. 
 

August 8 (Sunday)  9:30  AM    Teaneck Creek Conservancy    Teaneck Rd. & Puffin Way 

Contact:  Don Torino (201) 636-4022, e-mail greatauk4@aol.com. Meet at parking lot Puffin Way. 
 

August 17 (Tuesday)  10:00 AM    Shorebirds    DeKorte Environmental Center 

Contact:  Don Torino  (201) 636-4022 or e-mail  greatauk4@aol.com 
 

August 21 (Saturday)  8:30 AM – 3:00 PM    Kevin Karlson Day at DeKorte Park with NJMC 

and BCAS. Noted shorebird expert and nature photographer Kevin Karlson will be at DeKorte for a 

day’s worth of free events, beginning with a two-hour bird walk at 8:30 AM. Other events include a 

slide show/talk and a seminar on bird identification. Bring own lunch. 

Contact:  Don Torino (201) 636-4022 or e-mail greatauk4@aol.com for info. 
 

August 22 (Sunday)  9:00 AM    Overpeck Preserve       Meet at trailer.  Beginners welcome. 

Leaders:  Dick Engsberg (201) 947-0596 and Don Torino e-mail greatauk4@aol.com 
 

September 3 (Friday) No later then 6:30 PM  ―Chimney‖ at George Washington School, Ridgewood 

Leaders:  Gerry/Harry Byrne (201) 262-0157   Hundreds of Chimney Swifts at annual stopover. 

Meet ½ block north of intersection of Godwin Ave. & Monroe St. 
 

September 5 (Sunday)  10:00 AM    Shorebirds and migrants     DeKorte Environmental Center 

Contact:  Don Torino  (201) 636-4022 or e-mail greatauk4@aol.com 
 

September 7 (Tuesday)  9:30 AM    Teaneck Creek Conservancy     Teaneck Rd. & Puffin Way. 

Contact: Don Torino (201) 636-4022, e-mail greatauk4@aol.com Meet at parking lot Puffin Way. 
 

September 11 (Saturday)  8:30 AM    The Celery Farm, Allendale    Fall migrants 

Leader:  Gerry/Harry Byrne (201) 262-0157   Meet at the end of Green Way. 
 

September 14 (Tuesday)  9:00 AM    Van Buskirk Island     Meet at Elm St. Bridge, Oradell. 

Leaders: Gerry/Harry Byrne (201) 262 0157     Call for directions. 
 

September 18 (Saturday)  9:30 AM     State Line Lookout    For migrating raptors. 

Leader:  Peggy O’Neill (201) 868-5829.     Best time for Broad-Winged Hawks. 

Lookout is adjacent to Palisade Interstate Parkway.  Bring lunch.  Beginners welcome. 
 

September 19 (Sunday)  10:00 AM    Mt. Peter Hawk Watch, Bellvale, NY 

Leader:  Ken Witkowski (973) 208-9808     View many migrating raptors. 
 

September 21 (Tuesday)  10:00 AM    Hawk Watch at Laurel Hill Park   Secaucus 

Contact:  Don Torino (201) 636-4022 or e-mail  greatauk4@aol.com 
 

September 25 (Saturday)  9:00 AM    Teaneck Creek Conservancy       Fall migrants 

Leader:  Dick Engsberg (201) 947-0596      Meet in parking lot at end of Puffin way. 
 

September 26 (Sunday)  8:30 AM    Garret Mountain Reservation      Fall migrants 

Leader:  Brenda McIntyre (201) 628-5030    Meet at three tiered parking lot. 
 

October 3 (Sunday)  10:00 AM     Shorebirds and migrants    DeKorte Environmental Center 

Contact:  Don Torino 201-636-4022 or e-mail greatauk4@aol.com 
 

October 5 (Tuesday)  9:30 AM    Teaneck Creek Conservancy    Teaneck Rd. & Puffin Way. 

Contact: Don Torino 201-636-4022, e-mail greatauk4@aol.com Meet at parking lot Puffin Way. 

4 

FIELD TRIPS - SUMMER/FALL 2010   DENISE FARRELL (201) 262-3420 
The name and phone number of the trip leader is included to answer any questions before the trip. It 

is a good idea to let the leader know that you are going on a trip in case of last minute changes. In 

case of inclement weather, call the leader the night before. 

(continued on page 5) 
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FIELD TRIPS - SUMMER/FALL 2010 (continued) 

October 9 (Saturday)  8:30 AM    Overpeck Preserve       Fall migrants - Should be many sparrows. 

Leader:  Gerry/Harry Byrne (201)262-0157 Check - planned remediation could delay trip. 
 

October 10 (Sunday)  9:00 AM   Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge 

Leader:  Denise Farrell  (201) 262-3420   Meet at Refuge  Headquarters. 

View waterfowl, raptors, sparrows and other migrants.  Bring lunch.  Call for directions. 
 

October 12 (Tuesday)  9:00 AM  Van Buskirk Island     Meet at Elm St. Bridge, Oradell. 

Leaders: Gerry/Harry Byrne (201) 262 0157    Call for directions. 
 

October 16 (Saturday)  9:00 AM    Glenhurst Meadows           Sparrows and other migrants 

Leader:  Gerry/Harry Byrne  (201) 262-0157            Call for directions. 
 

October 17 (Sunday)  9:30 AM    Teaneck Creek Conservancy     Teaneck Rd. & Puffin Way 

Contact: Don Torino 201-636-4022, e-mail greatauk4@aol.com Meet at parking lot Puffin Way. 
 

October 19 (Tuesday)  10:00 AM     Harrier Meadow    Meet at DeKorte Environmental Center 

Contact:  Don Torino  201-636-4022 or e-mail greatauk4@aol.com 
 

October 23 (Saturday)  8:00 AM    Lincoln Park Gravel Pits    Sparrows, waterfowl, shorebirds 

Leader:  Dave Hall  (973)226-7825       Meet at Kohl’s parking lot, Rt. 23N, Wayne 
 

October 24 (Sunday)  10:00 AM     Mill Creek Marsh     Secaucus 

Contact:  Don Torino  201-636-4022 or e-mail greatauk4@aol.com. 

Schedule of Monthly Meetings and Events 
Note:  The BCAS meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month (no meetings in July or 

August.  Meetings convene at Flat Rock Brook Nature Center, 443 Van Nostrand Avenue, Englewood.  

From Rt 4 East take the Jones Road exit, turn right at the end of the ramp and at the first 4-way stop, 

turn right onto Van Nostrand.  Go up the hill to a gate and continue up to the parking area.  Refresh-

ments are served at 7:30 p.m. and the meeting starts at 8:00 p.m.  If you have a topic or speaker you 

would like to see at a monthly meeting, contact Lisa DeVos at 973-686-0568 or ldevo13@aol.com. 

September 15 — ―Basics of Nature Photography” presented by John and Jonathan of Bergen 
County Camera 

October 20 — ―The Wild Quaker Parrots of Edgewater” presented by Alison Evans-Fragale, 
founder of Edgewater Parrots 

November 17 — ―Eagle Nesting Diaries” presented by Yoke DiGiorgio, naturalist and wildlife 
photographer 

Further details may be found at www.bergencountyaudubon.org. 

Don’t Pull Out The Blue Vervain (Verbana hastata) 
If you are civic minded enough to join a work party to pull out purple loosestrife and other invasive plants, 
please be knowledgeable and don’t pull out the Blue Vervain, a native wildflower. Perhaps the best way to 
describe this plant for those who are not familiar with it is ―purple loosestrife – NOT!‖ 
This native perennial plant is found in moist meadows and fields, in damp thickets, by roadsides and 
shores. Blue Vervain grows 2-6’ high with blue violet flowers of 5 petals that are about 1/8‖ wide. Although 
somewhat similar to the loosestrife, the tall stem is squared with a candelabra-like formation of flowering 
spikes extending upward. The flowers bloom a few at a time advancing up the spike anytime from July 
through September. It grows throughout North America, being most common in the Midwest and found 
sporadically eastward. 
Blue Vervain is a favorite flowering plant of bumblebees and honeybees which we need to keep happy since 
without them many of our favorite and healthiest foods would be jeopardized. Perhaps this is the plant 
we’re supposed to have instead of the invasive purple loosestrife. 
Long ago, this plant was thought to be a cure-all, although current science has not proved any remedies 
resulting from its use. The vervain family of plants is named verbenaceae meaning sacred plant. Native 
Americans used leaf tea as a female tonic, also for colds, coughs, fevers, bowel complaints, dysentery, 
stomach cramps, and in large doses, an emetic. Physicians of the 19th century followed these practices too. 

Mary Ellen Shaw 
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2010 Spring Migrants Add Up! 
The 18th Annual BCAS Spring Bird Count was a spectacular success, despite a fairly challenging 

day that left many of us wondering where all the migrants had gone. Saturday May 15th featured very 
nice weather, but in many parts of Bergen County the birding seemed rather slow. Altogether our 
efforts led to identifying 135 species, but the numbers per species were often quite low. The reason we 
were successful as a whole was the great range of habitats and places that our different teams 
explored – most groups saw about 50-70 species. As you will notice from the list here, we collectively 
scored very strongly on meadowlands birds (shorebirds, ducks and herons), where we had three 
different groups deployed. We also had a very nice list of warblers and flycatchers, although many 
were only seen in low numbers. Indeed the best passerine birds were mostly found at Garret 
Mountain and in the Teaneck/Overpeck Park area. There were very few hawks seen anywhere in the 
county, but we did amazingly well on Osprey. 

The spring migration itself had seemed rather disorderly all through May, as the foliage emerged 
almost 3 weeks early, but bird arrivals were scrambled (not early) and more difficult to detect for the 
many leaves that hid them. May 15 seemed to correspond to the high point in thrush migrations, and 
Swainson’s Thrush were particularly abundant, especially at Garret. Cliff Swallows were also 
uncommonly high in number at Oradell Reservoir, and later in May this species was found nesting 
beneath the Visitor’s Center at DeKorte Park. 

Collectively, this marks one of the highest species totals that we have achieved in the past 18 years. 
We are indebted to the many leaders and volunteers who devoted so many hours to our event. Every 
group turned up something interesting, and we also had a strong list from a backyard count in 
Hackensack, including a Common Nighthawk! Most of us had a lot of fun on the day. The sun was 
out, the breezes were strong but not too strong, and we really did hit the peak of this year’s bird 
migration after all. A complete list of the species seen is shown to the right. I have highlighted some 
of the most surprising sightings in boldface and exclamation point. 

Finally, I want to thank all of you who donated money to BCAS based upon our Spring Count. You 
provided extra motivation for us to do our very best. 

Dave Hall 

Share Your Summer With BCAS —  Mark Your Calendar For These Special Events 
Thursday, July 22, 7 p.m – 9 p.m. 

Summer Concert Series at Whole Foods Market Paramus, Bergen Town Center 

Join us at Whole Foods Market Paramus as the Bergen County Audubon (BCAS) sponsors this 

evening’s Summer Concert Series performance in the new outdoor café at Bergen Town Center. Stop 

by and visit us, but most importantly, Whole Foods Market Paramus will donate 2% of the sales 

(within the two hours of the event) to BCAS! So plan your shopping around this event and enjoy 

the wonderful bounty that Whole Foods offers. You will be enjoying great food and helping BCAS in 

the process. A big ―thank you‖ to Whole Foods Market Paramus for its generosity. 
 

Sunday, July 25, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Butterfly Day at DeKorte Park With BCAS and NJMC 

This summer, in conjunction with a brand-new (and free) Butterfly Guide to DeKorte Park, the 

Bergen County Audubon Society and the Meadowlands Commission are holding a free one-day 

butterfly fest on Sunday, July 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. In addition to butterfly walks for the whole 

family, there will be tables with loads of information on butterfly identification, binoculars and 

gardening to attract butterflies – plus contests and great door prizes. Bring your own lunch. To rsvp, 

contact Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-636-4022. 
 

Saturday, Aug, 21, 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Kevin Karlson Day at DeKorte Park With BCAS and NJMC 

Noted shorebird expert and nature photographer Kevin Karlson will be at DeKorte for a day’s worth 

of free events, beginning with a two-hour bird walk at 8:30 a.m. Other events include a slide 

show/talk and a seminar on bird identification. Bring your own lunch. To rsvp, contact the NJMC’s 

Jim Wright at jim.wright@njmeadowlands.gov or 201-460-2002. 



 

135 species including one exotic 

H = High Count, L = Low Count 

Boldface, ! & !! = unusual sighting 

Dbl-crst. Cormorant 97 

Great Blue Heron 6 
Great Egret 15 

Snowy Egret 8 
Green-backed Heron 2 
Bl-crn. Night Heron 1 

Mute Swan 32 
Canada Goose 324 

Wood Duck 13 
Mallard 181 
Northern Shoveler 5 

Gadwall 25 
Bufflehead 1 

Hooded Merg. 7 
Ruddy Duck 9 
Turkey Vulture 19 

Black Vulture 1 
Osprey 4 H 

Bald Eagle 2 
Northern Harrier 1 

Broad-wing. Hawk 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 18 
Ring-nkd. Pheasant 5 

Wild Turkey 15 
Semipalm Plover 1 

Killdeer 39 
Willet 1 !! 
Gr. Yellowlegs 20 

Ls. Yellowlegs 11 
Solitary Sandpiper 12 

Pectoral Sandpiper 1 !! 
Spotted Sandpiper 8 
Semipalm. Sandpiper 31 

Least Sandpiper 97 
Western Sandpiper 1 !! 

Dunlin 1 ! 
Ring-billed Gull 37 
Herring Gull 14 

Gr. Bl-bkd. Gull 7 
Forster’s Tern 6 H 

Rock Dove 67 
Mourning Dove 73 
Yellow-b. Cuckoo 3 

Great-horned Owl 1 
Com. Nighthawk 3 

Chimney Swift 62 
Ruby-thr. Hum’gbird 1 
Belted Kingfisher 2 

Red-bellied Wdpckr 26 

Downy Woodpecker 18 

Hairy Woodpecker 5 
Northern Flicker 25 

Pileated Woodpecker 2 
Eastern Phoebe 6 
Gr. Crst. Flycatcher 11 

Eastern WoodPeewee 15 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 2 ! 

Willow Flycatcher 6 
Least Flycatcher 3 
Eastern Kingbird 10 

Tree Swallow 223 
N. Rgh-w. Swallow 15 

Cliff Swallow 15 H 
Bank Swallow 13 
Barn Swallow 136 

Blue Jay 41 
Common Raven 6 H 

American Crow 27 
Fish Crow 3 

Bl-cpd. Chickadee 11 
Tufted Titmouse 28 
White-br. Nuthatch 9 

Carolina Wren 9 
House Wren 12 

Ruby-crnd. Kinglet 3 
Blue-gr. Gnatcatcher 17 
Veery 20 

Hermit Thrush 1 
Swainson’s Thrush 50 H 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 2 ! 
Wood Thrush 8 
American Robin 277 

Gray Catbird 102 
N. Mockingbird 26 

Brown Thrasher 6 
Cedar Waxwing 49 
European Starling 127 

White-eyed Vireo 1 ! 
Red-eyed Vireo 56 

Solitary Vireo 4 
Yellow-thr. Vireo 1 ! 
Warbling Vireo 38 

Blue-wngd. Warbler 4 
Pine Warbler 5 

N. Parula Warbler 23 
Yellow Warbler 92 
Chestnut-sid. Warbler 7 

Magnolia Warbler 23 

Cape May Warbler 1 ! 

Blk-thr. Blue Warbler 15 
Nashville Warbler 1 

Yellow-rmp. Warbler 13 L 
Blk-thr Green Warbler 5 L 
Blackburnian Warbler 4 

Bay-br. Warbler 9 
Blackpoll Warbler 29 

Blk&White Warbler 14 
Amer. Redstart 29 
Worm-eat. Warbler 3 

Ovenbird 37 
N. Waterthrush 4 

L. Waterthrush 2 
Com. Yellowthroat 38 
Hooded Warbler 1 ! 

Canada Warbler 8 
Scarlet Tanager 20 

Northern Cardinal 59 
Rose-br. Grosbeak 10 

Indigo Bunting 6 
Ruf-sided Towhee 3 
Chipping Sparrow 12 

Savannah Sparrow 3 
Song Sparrow 70 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 5 H 
Swamp Sparrow 6 
White-thr. Sparrow 11 

Red-wngd. Blackbird 171 
Common Grackle 158 

Brn-hd. Cowwbird 42 
Orchard Oriole 9 
Northern Oriole 79 

House Finch 6 
American Goldfinch 70 

House Sparrow 74 
Monk Parakeet 2 
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Melospiza melodia melodia 
 

Wondrous song pours in, 

the open window at work -  

mighty song sparrow! 
 

Mary Ellen Shaw 
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Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

Bergen County Audubon Society 
is a chapter of the National 
Audubon Society. As Members of 
Bergen County Audubon Society, 
we share a love for birds and a 
concern for the environment. Our 
mission is to promote and protect 
wildlife in their natural habitat 
by providing opportunities for 
observation and conservation. 
 
All field trips and programs are 
open to the public and free of 
charge. 
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Membership Application 2010 

For National Audubon Society and/or Bergen County Audubon Society. 

Please Print 

Name:___________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

City:_______________________________ 

State:_____________ Zip:_____________ 

Phone:______________________________      

e-mail (if you would like to be notified of upcoming events): ____________________________________ 

You may enroll as a member of the National Audubon Society and you will receive Audubon magazine and automatically be-

come a member of Bergen County Audubon. The first time membership is $20. Or you may enroll in the Bergen County Audu-

bon Society only and receive only our newsletter , The Blue Jay,  for $20 annually. 

____ Please enroll me in National Audubon (make check payable to National Audubon Society) 

____ Please enroll me in Bergen County Audubon only (make check payable to Bergen County Audubon Society) 

Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair   PO Box 235   Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

If interested in participating in the following local chapter activities or committees please check the following and mail with 

your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings 

——Conservation       ____ Membership       ____ Publicity       ____ Field Trips       ____ Newsletter           

____Education            ____ARK program (Wildlife refuge volunteer)  

Receive all the latest news on Field Trips, Meetings, 

Bird Alerts and Conservation Issues 
Join our E-mail List! 

Become a Fan on FaceBook! 


