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A WARM DECEMBER BRINGS UNUSUAL BIRDS TO OUR CHRISTMAS COUNT

Bright yellow feet! This field mark stood out as I watched a Snowy Egret rise out of the reeds in
Moonachie during Bergen County’s 63rd annual Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, Dec. 17th. While
several observers had reported that Great Egrets still lingered in the Meadowlands, no one had predicted
that we should find a Snowy. In fact this was its first appearance ever for our CBC. Also brand new for the
count was a Cackling Goose, which Chris Takacs had staked out at Garrett Mountain. A rare Greater
White-fronted Goose was followed day by day before the count, but somehow eluded everyone on Saturday.
Many other geese were moving southward during the day. Steve Kuitems found a huge flock of Snow Geese
in flight in the afternoon.

Persistent warm weather throughout the month led to a wonderful day for birding, and many of us
were pleased to encounter unusual species. Don Torino came across two outstanding birds at Skeetkill
Marsh, a young Baltimore Oriole, and a Common Yellowthroat. Both are rarely found here in December,
although we have now scored a Yellowthroat in two consecutive years. American Coots were found in high
numbers, continuing a trend for the whole month leading up to the count. We also had a record high
number of Black Vultures this year, a bird that had been exceedingly rare previously.

A few species were much reduced in numbers, perhaps because they were not inclined to come this
far south until the winter really sets in. Those are indicated on the list in bold face with an “L”.
Exceptionally rare birds are marked with an exclamation point (!). Record high counts with an “H”.
Exceptional findings or record numbers are marked in bold face.

Some birds seem to be undergoing long-standing uptrends in their winter numbers locally,
including Bald Eagle and both Vulture species. Monk Parakeets are still spreading more widely along both
sides of the Palisades. All in all, we had 34,122 birds in total; 86 species plus 3 Exotics. The Count
period species were Great Wht-fronted Goose, Killdeer, Woodcock, and Chipping Sparrow. See pg. 7 for
the Count Listing.

As always, I want to give credit to our experienced set of leaders, and to thank the many
participants who came out to help. Surely the nice weather was helpful too. Special thanks go out to Beth
Goldberg, Gerry Byrne, and Sandy Bonardi, who stepped in to help me on many fronts this year. 1
encourage more members to join BCAS field trips this winter and spring. There is never any guarantee on
what we might find, but even winter birding can prove remarkably productive.

DAVID HALL
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SECOND ANNUAL BCAS/HAROLD FEINBERG
CONSERVATION AWARD

5., At our December meeting, BCAS
8= = proudly presented its second annual
BCAS/Harold Feinberg Conservation
award to Dr. Edith Wallace. This
award was named in honor of our
long time member and mentor,
Harold Feinberg, and it seemed

‘ fitting that this year’s award
recipient was Edith, also a long time member of our group, an
educator and teacher to many. (Shown above, [-r, Beth Goldberg,
Harold Feinberg, Edith Wallace. )

Edith earned her Ph.D. in Zoology at Rutgers University, a former
chair of the Biology Department of William Paterson University, she
has certificates in Field Botany, Plant Systematics and Ornamental
Horticulture from the New York Botanical Garden, and has written
fact sheets for the Rutgers Cooperative extension. Edith wrote the
book, Identifying Woody Plants at the Celery Farm Natural Area
with the help of Nancy Bristow and Deedee Burnside.

Beyond all of her accomplishments, it is still her special ability to
unselfishly teach everyone at all ages about the wonders of nature.
From her hard work at the Meadowlands Butterfly Festival to
leading field trips, she has helped to teach the importance of native
plants in the landscape. Edith devoted her life to the concept that
everyone deserves to learn about the natural wonders around them,
regardless of one’s background or place of residence. Our local birds,
flowers, and humans are much better with Edith at our side. She
sets a great example and makes us all work harder to help bring
nature to everyone. It is our pleasure to recognize Edith with this
year’s award.

Edith writes:

It is a great honor to have my name linked with those
5. of Harold Feinberg and Gil Hawkins. I thank the

& Bergen County Audubon Executive Board and all
8 members for recognition of my efforts as an
conservation educator, sharing our love of the out-of-
doors.

DATES:

Bergen County Audubon Society & NJ Meadowlands Commission Presents:

THE JOYS OF BIRDING, a FREE Three-day Birding for Beginners Course at the Meadowlands
Environmental Center at DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst, NdJ.

Sun., April 15- 1-3 pm
Sun., April 22 - 1-3 pm
Sun., April 29 - 1-3 pm
REGISTER with Don Torino, Greatauk4@aol.com or call 201-230-4983.

Bird Identification
Optics
Field Guides




FROM THE PRESIDENT’S PERCH

Let me start by saying how proud I am to have the privilege to serve as your new President
of Bergen County Audubon Society . Many thanks go out to Beth Goldberg for all her hard
work as President. We are lucky to have her continue as Membership Chair .

The past few years have seen many changes and much growth for BCAS. We have our
new partnerships with the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission and Teaneck Creek Con-
servancy. More recently we have begun working with the Teaneck Garden Club to grow and
distribute Native plants to our area. We have restored Butterfly Habitat to Overpeck Pre-
serve and plan a new habitat restoration project for Teaneck Creek this Spring.

Our Bird and Nature walks have grown tremendously to where there is almost a Field trip every weekend
throughout the year. Our Educational Programs have also seen a tremendous increase. This year, our Audubon
Adventures Program went out to a record number of 72 classrooms in eleven schools in our area, making BCAS
#6 for chapters in the entire U.S. In addition, we will continue working with our local schools. In April, we will
be conducting our popular “Birding for Beginners” classes. Throughout the year, we will have other educational
seminars such as Butterflies for Beginners and Native Plants.

Building on all of our accomplishments there is still much more that can be done. We need to introduce more
children to the outdoors . All kids deserve and want to know about nature. We need to look at new ways to
make that happen. We also need to introduce more adults from all walks of life to the great natural places we
have in our area. Only when people get out and learn about the great wildlife we have right here in Bergen
County will they appreciate it and fight to save it. Also we need to look at ways to get more information out to
our members about the critical importance of native plants and creating Backyard Habitats. And finally we
need to bring more attention to Conservation issues going on right here in Bergen County.

The greatest strength of BCAS are our amazing members. Time and time again, whenever we have asked for
volunteers, from the Overpeck garden to Butterfly day at the Meadowlands, you have been there! I know you
all will be there for BCAS as we move ahead and grow for without the hard work of our members, there would
be no accomplishments If you have any questions , ideas or suggestions contact me anytime.
Greatauk4@aol.com 201-230-4983. See you all soon.

DON TORINO

WELCOME TO OUR NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS IN 2012.

We often get questions about memberships in Bergen County Audubon (BCAS). While we offer single mem-
berships to BCAS for $20, some of you may be reading the Blue Jay for the first time as a new member of
National Audubon Society (NAS) and wondering why you have received this. If you join NAS and are in our
local geographic area, you automatically become affiliated with BCAS and assigned to us, your local chapter.
With this, comes our quarterly newsletter and we hope you enjoy it. So to our new members, we welcome you.
To our returning members, we thank you for your continued support and participation.

Please check our updated web site, www.BergenCountyAudubon.org for all the latest information on trips,
programs and special events.. We encourage you to consider “opting out” of the mailed copy of the
Blue Jay to help us save resources. To choose this option, just send an email to BergenAudubon@aol.com
and include your name and zip code in the message. We will happily delete your printed mailing label and no-
tify you when the next electronic issue is available.
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FIELD TRIPS - WINTER/SPRING FIELD TRIPS

Notify trip leader so you can be advised of last minute changes due to inclement weather or other conditions.
Unless noted, field trips are rain or shine. Contact Denise Farrell for field trip information or suggestions
at 201-2623420 or miatal60@yahoo.com. Directions to sites are on our website.

Feb. 5 (Sun) 10:00 AM - “Super Bird Sunday” Walk at DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst.
Contact: Don Torino of the BCAS at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Feb. 7 (Tues) 9:30 AM- Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Meet at parking lot - Puffin Way.
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983. Wintering birds.

Feb. 11 (Sat) 9:30 AM - Croton Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson, NY, Raptors, waterfowl.
Meet at the Main Office at entrance to park. Dress for cold, windy weather. Bring lunch.
Leader: Denise Farrell at miatal60@yahoo.com or 201-370-1148 Contact for directions.

Feb. 17 (Fri) 10:00 AM - DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst..  Great Backyard Bird Count.
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Feb. 19 (Sun) 9:30 AM - Teaneck Creek Conservancy Great Backyard Bird Count
Contacts: Peggy O’Neill, Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com, 201-230-4983. Parking lot, Puffin Way.

Feb. 21 (Tues ) 10:00 AM - Harrier Meadow. Wintering waterfowl, raptors, birds of interest
Meet at the entrance to Harrier Meadow at 10 AM or the first parking lot at DeKorte by 9:45 AM
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983

Mar. 3 (Sat) 9:00 AM- Sandy Hook and the “north” North Shore tour. Meet at first parking lot upon
entering Sandy Hook (Bayberry — B lot). Seaducks, wintering waterfowl, other birds of interest.
Dress warm. Bring lunch. Leaders: Bill Resotko (732)-899-2004. Peggy O’Neill (201) 868-5829.

Mar. 4 (Sun) 10:00 AM — Mill Creek Marsh, Secaucus. Wintering birds and waterfowl.
Contact: Don Torino of the BCAS at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Mar. 6 (Tues) 9:30 AM — Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Meet at parking lot - Puffin Way.
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983. Wintering birds.

Mar. 11 (Sun ) 9:00 AM - Mehrhof Pond, Little Ferry. Waterfowl, raptors, sparrows,and maybe early mi-
grants. Note: Details for which entry gate to follow. Trails can be uneven - downed limbs or rose thickets.
Registration required per BC Utility Authority. Leader: Dave Hall (973)-226-8275

Mar. 17 (Sat) 6:00 PM.— Kakiat County Park Montebello, NY. Woodcock display.
Meet at the Kakiat Park lot off Rt 202 (Haverstraw Rd.), Montebello, NY Trails may be wet and muddy.
Leader: Denise Farrell at miatal60@yahoo.com or 201-370-1148. Bring flashlights.

Mar. 18 (Sun) 9:30 AM - Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Puffin Way, Teaneck. Count Down to Spring
bird walk. Contact: Don Torino of the BCAS at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Mar. 20 (Tues ) 10:00 AM. DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. Meet in park lot. First Day of Spring bird walk.
Contact: Don Torino of the BCAS at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Mar. 25 (Sun) 9:00 AM - Wallkill River National Wildlife Refuge, Sussex, NdJ.
Waterfowl, early migrants, some late wintering birds. Meet at Refuge Headquarters.
Leader: Ken Witkowski (973) 208-9809 Call for directions. Bring lunch.
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Apr. 1 (Sun) 10:00 AM - DeKorte Park Lyndhurst. Early migrants and wintering birds.
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Apr. 3 (Tues ) 9:30 AM - Teaneck Creek Conservancy Meet at parking lot - Puffin Way.
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.  Early migrants, wintering birds.

Apr. 15 (Sun) 9:30 AM - Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Meet at parking lot - Puffin Way.
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.  Spring migrants, still wintering birds.

Apr. 17 (Tues) 10:00 AM — Harrier Meadow. Migrants and a bird-banding demonstration.
Meet at the entrance to Harrier Meadow at 10 AM or the first parking lot at DeKorte by 9:45 AM..
Contact: Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com or 201-230-4983.

Apr. 21 (Sat) 9:00 AM. - Sandy Hook & the Hook’s Migration Watch.

Returning raptors plus early spring migrants and passerines. Could be chilly on the watch platform.
Meet at the first parking lot upon entering Sandy Hook (Bayberry — B lot).

Leader: Denise Farrell miatal60@yahoo.com or 201-370-1148. Bring lunch.

Apr. 22 (Fri) 10:00 AM.- Celebrate Earth Day at DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. Start with a 30 minute
presentation on the return of Raptors to the Meadowlands, Followed by a bird & nature walk to look for
spring arrivals and migrants. Contact: Don Torino 201-230-4983, e-mail greatauk4@aol.com

Apr. 28 (Sat) 8:00 AM. - Hatfield Swamp. An early glimpse of spring migration.
Meet in Stop & Shop parking lot — corner of Bloomfield Ave & Passaic Ave., West Caldwell.
Leader: Dave Hall (973)-226-7825. Trails can be muddy depending on recent weather.

Apr. 29 (Sun) 8:00 AM. - Celery Farm in Allendale. Meet in cul-de-sac at end of Green Way.
A 107-acre freshwater wetland.. Looking for migrating warblers and passerines.

SCHEDULE OF BCAS PROGRAMS - JANUARY - JUNE 2012

All programs will be held at Teaneck Creek Conservancy. BCAS meetings are held on the third
Wednesday of each month at 8pm with refreshments at 7:30pm.
If you have a topic or speaker, contact Lisa DeVos at 973-6860568.

e February 15 - Bees: Part 2 back by popular demand Frank Mortimer and friends from the Northeast NdJ
Beekeepers Association with more information about bees and beekeeping.

e March 21 - Do Fish Sleep? Fascinating Answers to Questions about Fishes. Author Judith Weis, Profes-
sor of Biological Sciences-Rutgers University will discuss her book with photographs and interesting facts
about fish biology to restoring fish diversity and healthy populations. Copies of her book will be available.

e April 18 - A Journey to Costa Rica presented by Doug Goodell, Photographer.

e May 16 - The Hackensack River Greenway: Past, Present and Future. Presented by Louis Osman
an enthusiastic novice birder and Teaneck resident, he is currently President of Friends of the Hackensack
River Greenway through Teaneck and a member of the Hackensack River Greenway Advisory
Board. Come see striking photos of this beautiful 3.5 mile riparian greenway, its wildlife, and future plans
for growth.

e June 20 - Birds of New Jersey: Status and Distribution. As any birder knows, the biggest challenge
to seeing any bird in the wild is to catch it at the right place and time. Join renowned New Jersey birder
William J. Boyle, Jr. as he gives birders a head start by identifying where and, perhaps more importantly,
when a bird will be in New Jersey.
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Edith has recommended two books for winter reading. They are as follows-

IN APPRECIATION OF BEES AND OTHER INSECT POLLINATORS
by Edith Wallace

WT‘: ; _;_ The authors of Attracting Native Pollinators state, “Pollinator-watching, like bird-watching, provides
/ w4+ a unique opportunity to connect with nature in virtually any environment....” Just take a look at
5 “‘,F“ this book and soon you will be reading it for it is a guaranteed enjoyable learning experience. The
3 " "4 writing is clear, interesting and practical. The illustrations are spectacular, whether of bees, flies,
£ 0 e . . . . .
butterflies, flowers or designs to make the environment pollinator friendly.

The focus of Attracting Native Pollinators is on attracting pollinators to our gardens. What can each of us
do? The answers are similar to what we have learned about attracting birds and butterflies: reduce lawn, use na-
tive plants, protect nesting sites, and plant a variety of flowers (early and late blooming) so bees will have a nec-
tar source from early spring to late fall. Much of the book is about bees; although wasps, flies, butterflies and bee-
tles are included for their role in pollination.

We must protect our native bees as they are more effective than honey bees (originally from Europe) in pollinating

Although the book only considers insect pollinators it would be a good text for a Plants and Their Pollinators
course. Authors Mader, Shepherd, Vaughan, and Black are on the Xerces Society staff while LeBuhn is a biology
professor. The Xerces Society is devoted to invertebrate conservation: educating farmers, land managers and the
public regarding the significance of invertebrates. This book is a major step in carrying out their mission.

HOW TO MAKE THE BIRDS COME TO YOU by Edith Wallace

The subtitle of Julie Zickefoose’s book is Using Natural Gardening to Attract Birds and the copyright is
held, most appropriately, by Bird Watcher’s Digest. If Santa were a bird he would have given every birder and
gardener a copy of Backyard Birding. The dedication reads “For DOD who always said I'd forget about chasing
birds when I discovered horticulture. You were right—now I let them come to me.” The text of the book is in har-
mony with these words.

Is this the perfect book? If I were a bird I would say “Yes” with enthusiasm. Zickefoose promotes planting
trees, shrubs and forests that bear seeds, fruit, and nectar that are especially attractive to birds and provide shel-
ter. She encourages planting native species that will attract and feed insects which supply protein-rich food espe-
cially for birds feeding their young. There are clever subtitles: How to snag birds, Ferocious frogs, Predators on
the prowl, The top 10 weeds, Birdbath bonanza, The scoop on seed.

Switching from the point of view from bird to that of gardener, I find the suggestions practical and easy to
follow. There are lists of plants that indicate the birds and/or butterflies they attract. She disparages great swaths
of perfect lawns that lack food or shelter for birds. She discusses the “cat problem” at length and has some practi-
cal suggestions for cat owners.

Gardeners: add this book to your collection along with Sally Roth’s Bird-by-Bird Gardening. If a bird
packed Santa’s bag we would each have received a copy in December.




BCAS WINTER BIRD COUNT - DEC 2011
Am Tree Sparrow 15 Eur. Starling 3765 Northern Shoveler 58
Am. Black Duck 48 L Fish Crow 15 Peregrine Falcon 4
Am. Goldfinch 235 Fox Sparrow 14 Pied billed Grebe 6
American Coot 54 H Gadwall 20 Pileated Wdpckr 3
American Crow 291 Golden crd Kinglet 10 Red bel. Woodpkr 112
American Kestrel 3 Gr.BL.-Bckd Gull 61 Red shldrd. Hawk 1
American Robin 224 Gray Catbird 3 Red tailed Hawk 73
Bald Eagle 30 Great Blue Heron 33 Red wgd Blackbird 77
Belted Kingfisher 17 Great Cormorant 2 Red-br Merganser 2
Bl cap Chickadee 147 Great Egret 1! Ring billed Gull 5032
Bl crn. Night Heron 5 Great horned Owl 7 Ring-neckd Duck 27
Black Vulture 16 H Green winged Teal 45 Rock Dove 1307
Blue Jay 246 Hairy Woodpecker 32 Ruby crnd Kinglet 5
Brown Creeper 3 Hermit Thrush 1 Ruddy Duck 1015
Bufflehead 28H Herring Gull 209 Ruf sided Towhee 1
Cackling Goose 1! Hood Merganser 124 Sharp shin. Hawk 7
Canada Goose 8077 House Finch 142 Snow Goose 260 H
Carolina Wren 23 House Sparrow 412 Snowy Egret !
Cm Yellowthroat 1 Lesser Scaup 4 Song Sparrow 211
Com Goldeneye 1 Mallard 955 Tufted Titmouse 150
Com Merganser 8000 Merlin 1 Turkey Vulture 24
Common Grackle 6L Monk Parakeet 235 H White br Nuthatch 73
Common Raven 5 Mourning Dove 664 White thr Sprw 298 L
Cooper's Hawk 7 Mute Swan 4 Wild Turkey 2
Dark eyed Junco 617 N. Mockingbird 41 Winter Wren 9H
Dbl crst. Cormorant 119 Northern Cardinal 159 Wood Duck 1L
Downy Woodpecker 127 Northern Flicker 13 Yellow b. Sapsucker 6
East. Screech Owl 10 Northern Harrier 5 Yellow rmp Wblr 2
Eastern Bluebird 6 Northern Oriole 1!

Mallard X Dom

Exotics: Pekin Duck 6 Duck 1

Save the Date for the 2012 Great Backyard Bird Count — February 17 - 20

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is led by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audu-
bon Society, with Canadian partner Bird Studies Canada and sponsorship from Wild Birds Unlimited. It pro-
vides an opportunity for people of all ages to learn about birds and the environment we share. Bergen County
Audubon will be making the most of the annual GBBC through field trips (See Field Listings) and our partici-
pation with some of our partner schools to work with the students for this project.

The GBBC website (www.birdsource.org/gbbc) is a great source for information and inspiration.
We will be in classrooms with students from local schools during this event. If you would like to participate,

contact Don Torino at greatauk4@aol.com for details. There will be two bird walks during this time:

Friday, Feb. 17 10:00 AM at DeKorte Park & Sunday, Feb. 19 9:30 AM at Teaneck Creek Conservancy.
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Bergen County Audubon Society
is a chapter of the National
Audubon Society. As Members of
Bergen County Audubon Society,
we share a love for birds and a
concern for the environment. Our
mission is to promote and protect
wildlife in their natural habitat
by providing opportunities for
observation and conservation.
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Membership Application 2012

For National Audubon Society and/or Bergen County Audubon Society. (Q07)
Please Print

Name:
Address:
City:

State: Zip:
Phone:

e-mail (if you would like to be notified of upcoming events):

You may enroll as a member of the National Audubon Society and you will receive Audubon magazine and automatically be-
come a member of Bergen County Audubon. The first time membership is $20. Or you may enroll in the Bergen County Audu-
bon Society only and receive only our newsletter , The Blue Jay, for $20 annually.

Please enroll me in National Audubon (make check payable to National Audubon Society)
Please enroll me in Bergen County Audubon only (make check payable to Bergen County Audubon Society)
Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair PO Box 235 Paramus, NJ 07653-0235

If interested in participating in the following local chapter activities or committees please check the following and mail with
your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings

——Conservation Membership Publicity Field Trips Newsletter
Education ARK program (Wildlife refuge volunteer)




