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    2015 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

 

This is a Nature Program Cooperative Event 

 

Our 67th annual Hackensack-Ridgewood Christmas Bird Count will be held on Saturday,  

December 19.  The official count period extends from December 16 through December 22. Our goal is to 

count all the birds within a 15 mile diameter circle, centered at the River Edge Railroad Station. We will 

count the number of species and the number of individuals of each species within this circle. This effort con-

tinues to teach us about the status and survival of our native birds, and helps to identify important bird are-

as in Bergen County. 

 

We need your help in the field or in your neighborhood on count day.  Feeder counts conducted in your 

yard on Dec. 19th can be very valuable, and we welcome you to call in your feeder results to my home on the 

day following the count  (973-226-7825). 

The event will take place in any weather – rain, sleet or snow will not cancel. 

 

Even if you can only participate for part of the day, every observer can be a valuable addition to our group 

effort.  We invite you to join us and have a good time. We have experienced leaders assigned for the territo-

ries described below. Please make arrangements for participating with one of these leaders.  We will also 

have signup sheets at upcoming BCAS meetings at the Puffin Center at Teaneck Creek. 

 

We have observed over 180 species over the past 66 years, including a record 97 species last year, plus sever-

al exotics.  Every winter season is different, and with your help we can produce another outstanding result.   

 

If you would rather conduct a count in your local neighborhood or at a local park, please contact me in ad-

vance, so that we can coordinate your effort with that of our leaders.   You don't have to be an expert to take 

part.  If you can identify the common winter birds, you can be a valuable participant.  If you would like more 

information about the Christmas Bird Count, please contact David Hall at 973-226-7825 (eves.) 

 

         DAVID HALL  
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS PERCH:-   FALL/WINTER 2015 

 

BCAS CONTINUES EFFORTS TO SAVE THE MONARCH 

BUTTERFLY 

 

With the additions of more 

milkweed plantings , Our 

Butterfly gardens at 

Teaneck Creek Conservancy 

and Overpeck Preserve have 

seen much improved 

numbers of Monarch 

butterflies this season than 

in the recent past.  Our new projects at Mill Creek and  the NJ 

Botanical Garden will also give a much needed helping hand to the 

Monarch in the years to come. Our many  community outreach 

programs have also brought much needed educational information 

to garden clubs, schools, and homeowners which helped them join in 

our efforts to protect this wonderful Butterfly before it is gone 

forever .  Next Spring we hope to continue toexpand our efforts to 

make our community a better and healthier place for the Monarchs 

to live and thrive . 
      DON TORINO  

 
BERGEN COUNTY AUDUBON SOCIETY— 
Officers, Directors & Committee Chairpersons 
 
PRESIDENT:    Don Torino    
201-230-4983 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Yitzi Kessock 

347-452-2309 
TREASURER:   Dave & Nancy Hall 
973-226-7825 
RECORDING SECRETARY:    Patrice Torino    
201-230-4983 
CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY:   Julie McCall   
201-639-4647   
FIELD TRIPS:     Rich Santangelo 

908-868-6252 
BLUE JAY:       Nancy Salvati 
201-840-0542 
PUBLICITY, WEBMASTER:   Peter Ernst    
973-896-1483 
CONSERVATION CHAIR:     Mary Kostus 
973-779-6929  
EDUCATION:       Marie Longo 
(201) 498-0809 
LEGISLATION:     Dave Hall 
973-226-7825 
FIELD WORK:     Dave Hall 
973-226-7825 
BIRDATHON:      Peggy O’Neill
201-868-5829 
MEMBERSHIP:     Beth Goldberg   
201-797-0536 

 

Published quarterly by the Bergen 

County Audubon Society, a chapter of 

the National Audubon Society.  Send 

articles to  PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 

07653-0235 or email nancys@nj.rr.com..    

Editor:  Nancy Salvati . 

 

 BOARD NOTES 

 

WANTED:  MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

 

Beginning in January, we will have 

an opening on our Board for the 

Membership Chairperson posi-

tion.  If you are interested in learn-

ing more, please contact Beth at  

bergenaudubon@aol.com.  

 

This is an opportunity to join a won-

derful group of hardworking people 

and influence the direction of BCAS. 

MONTHLY EVENTS & MEETINGS , 

OCT-JAN 2016 
 

Meetings are held at Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Puffin Way, 

Teaneck, NJ.   (*Nov. 13 event will be in Meadowlands.) 
 Business Meeting at 7:30pm.  Programs begin at 8pm 

 

 Wed., Oct. 21 – Robert Somes, chief zoologist for NJ Fish and 

 Wildlife-   
Endangered And Non Game Species Division. He will be speaking about 

bald eagles and will bring in  his field data.   

. 

Wed., Nov. 18 –  TBA 

 

Fri., Nov. 13 *-   Author and naturalist Scott Weidensaul will  

 speak at the Meadowlands auditorium in DeKorte Park.   

Scott Weidensaul (pronounced "Why-densaul") has lived almost all of his 

life among the long ridges and endless valleys of eastern Pennsylvania, in 

the heart of the central Appalachians, a landscape that has defined much of 

his work.   He has written more than two dozen books on natural history, 

including Living on the Wind: Across the Hemisphere with Migratory 

Birds, a Pulitzer Prize finalist; The Ghost with Trembling Wings, about 

the search for species that may or may not be extinct; and Of a Feather: A 

Brief History of American Birding.   

 

Wed., Dec . 16 - Conservation Award Presentation &  

   Holiday Party   

 

Wed., Jan. 20 -  Writer, photographer and author, Jim Wright, 

will be speaker.    

 
 

For suggestions on a topic or speaker -contact Yitzi Kessock at  

YTK12@aol.com. 
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BCAS LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP 

  

Harold Feinberg has not only given us his willing service as mentor, teacher, and Field Leader for many 

years, but left us the legacy of Conservation which BCAS commemorates every year.  

This year will be the sixth Annual Harold Feinberg Conservation Award.  The award 

presentation will be in December at our holiday party.  

 

 I asked Harold where he got his love of nature and birding.  He began telling me 

about De Witt Clinton High School in the Bronx where all his friends joined the De 

Witt Field and Nature Club.  His Dad allowed him to nurture his like of tropical fish 

which was a major space sacrifice for their 3-room apartment.  Harold also joined the 

Boy Scouts around 11 years old.  Then the Linnaean Society invited him to join (quite 

an honor for a 16 yr. old teenager).   

 

Harold really loved the Linnaean Society and it became a change agent for him in his search for career.  

Harold mentioned that only a few women were in the birding world and he recalled two that made a dif-

ference in his development:  a) Miss Farida Wiley who worked in education for AMNH  and led birding 

field trips in Central Park into her nineties and  b) A woman treasurer in the Linnaean Society who had 

invited him to join as a teenager.  

 

Harold goes on to college, gets drafted and is stationed in Germany where he discovers his interest in  

land snails.   When he returned home, he decided to study this animal.  

 

Harold begins to seek career opportunities and takes jobs as a scout executive and then a camp director.   

As fate would have it, he applies for a job in the Museum of Natural History.  It’s here that he met wife, 

Norma, who was a Senior Scientific Assistant in the Department of Ichthyology (Fishes).  Harold re-

mained with the Museum of Natural History for twenty-five years in the Department of Invertebrate 

Zoology studying (what else?) land snails.  When he left, he continued his birding tours of Central Park 

as Field Trip Leader.   Harold has authored two books, "The Encyclopedia of Shells" and Simon and 

Schuster's "Guide to Shells." 

 

How did Harold come to BCAS?  Harold and Norma lived in Leonia for over 35 years.  It was here that 

he joined our society and became field trip chair when Ken Witkowski was President in the 90's.  Harold 

loved to travel and visited all 48 states for birding.  One of  his favorite places to bird?    Fl. Everglades 

and also Belize.  He recalls travelling with a great birding group called Field Guides.   

 

Harold’s legacy is much more than the annual award, it is the many people that were inspired by his 

enthusiasm, knowledge, and passion for teaching and introducing them to the wonders of nature. 
 

 MEMBERSHIP NEWS:   

If you are affiliated with Bergen County Audubon due to your membership in National Audubon (NAS), there are 

some new ways to contact NAS if you have membership questions. The new membership services help email address 

available for your use is customerservice@audubon.org.    

The new membership services phone number is (844) 428-3826.  

 

Of course you can always contact Beth Goldberg with any of your membership questions. 
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FIELD TRIPS -  FALL/WINTER FIELD TRIPS, 2015 
Unless noted, all field trips are rain OR shine.  For last minute changes due to inclement weather or other conditions, 

please notify trip leader.  For additional information or to make suggestions for field trips, please contact  

Richard Santangelo – 908-868-6252 or rsantangelo@gmail.com 

For a complete list of directions to field trip sites , please visit www.bergencountyaudubon.org 

Sunday, Nov. 1 10:00 AM Mill Creek Marsh, Secaucus. Fall migrants and waterfowl arriving for the winter. Contact Don 

Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com. 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Looking for fall migrants and winter arrivals. Meet in the parking 

lot on Puffin Way. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983 ,greatauk4@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, Nov. 8 9:30 AM Demarest Nature Center, Demarest. Forest and wetlands along the Tenakill Brook looking for 

woodpeckers and other fall migrants. Contact Flo Rutherford 201-214-2114 flo.rutherford@gmail.com  

   

Thursday, Nov. 12 9:00 AM Weequahic Park, Newark.  Enter at Meeker Ave & proceed ¾ mile on SE side of lake to large 

parking lot. Looking for migrating waterfowl. Contact Dave Hall, david.hall@einstein.yu.edu 

 

Sunday, Nov. 15 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. Looking for fall migrants and winter arrivals. Meet in 

the parking lot on Puffin Way. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983 ,greatauk4@gmail.com 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 17 10:00 AM Losen Slote Creek Park, Little Ferry. Looking for fall migrants and wintering waterfowl. 

Meet at DPW parking lot. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983, greatauk4@gmail.com 

 

Thursday, Nov. 19 8:30 AM Hilltop Reservation, North Caldwell. Meet at the parking lot near corner of Mountain Ave 

and Courter Lane. Looking for fall migrants. Contact Dave Hall 973-226-7825 ,david.hall@einstein.yu.edu                     

 

Saturday, Nov. 21 9:00 AM Barnegat Lighthouse State Park, Barnegat Light. Looking for Harlequin Ducks, eiders, 

loons, and other waterfowl and seabirds arriving for winter. Dress for cold & windy weather. Meet at Lighthouse State Park 

parking lot.  Bring lunch. Contact Peggy O’Neill 201-868-5829 or Bill Resotko 732-899-2004    

 

Saturday Nov. 21 8:30 AM Hatfield Swamp, West Caldwell. Meet at Stop and Shop parking lot, near corner of Passaic 

Ave and Bloomfield Ave. Looking for early fall migrants. Footing could be wet. Contact Dave Hall 973-226-7825 da-

vid.hall@einstein.yu.edu                     

 

Sunday, Nov. 22 10:00 AM NJ Botanical Garden, Ringwood. Join us for a beautiful fall walk at the NJBG. We will be 

looking for newly arrived winter birds and raptors. Meet at the carriage house. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983 or 

greatauk4@gmail.com     

 

Thursday, Nov. 26 9:00 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy.  Meet in the parking lot on Puffin Way.  Join us for our annual 

Thanksgiving morning nature walk.  Contact Don Torino (201) 230-4983, greatauk4@gmail.com                     

             

Tuesday, Dec. 1 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. Meet in the parking lot on Puffin Way. Join us for a na-

ture walk looking for wintering birds.  Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983, greatauk4@gmail.com 

 

Saturday, Dec. 5 9:00 AM Manasquan Inlet and the “South Shore”, Manasquan. Scoters, ducks, gannets, gulls and 

other winter visitors. Meet at Manasquan Inlet, end of Broadway, Point Pleasant Beach. Bring Lunch. Contact Peggy O’Neill 

201-868-5829 or Bill Resotko 732-899-2004    

 

Sunday, Dec. 6 10:00 AM Raptor Walk on Disposal Road, Lyndhurst. Join us looking for birds of prey that spend their 

winters hunting in the NJ Meadowlands. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com.   

 

Saturday, Dec. 12 9:00 AM Mehrhof Pond, Little Ferry. Registration required. Contact Dave Hall  973-226-7825, da-

vid.hall@einstein.yu.edu no later than Tuesday, December 8.  

 

Tuesday, Dec. 15 10:00 AM DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. Winter waterfowl, raptors, and other birds of interest. Contact 

Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com.   

 



5 

Saturday, Dec. 19 HACKENSACK/RIDGEWOOD CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. Volunteers welcome.  Call, email or 

sign up at our monthly meetings to participate.  Coordinator: Dave Hall 973-226-7825, david.hall@einstein.yu.edu.   

 

Sunday, Dec. 20 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. Meet in the lot on Puffin Way. Join us for a nature 

walk looking for wintering birds.  Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983 ,greatauk4@gmail.com 

 

Sunday, Jan. 3 10:00 AM Mill Creek Point, Secaucus. Ring in the New Year with our first walk of 2016 looking for 

winter waterfowl and other birds of interest. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983, greatauk4@gmail.com    

 

Tuesday, Jan. 5 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. Join us on a walk looking for winter waterfowl and 

other birds of interest. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983, greatauk4@gmail.com 

 

Saturday, Jan. 16 9:00 AM Liberty State Park, Jersey City. Wintering Waterfowl and other birds of interest. Meet 

at parking lot by park headquarters - South end by Caven Cove. Dress for cold and wind. Contact Peggy O’Neill 201-

868-5829   

 

Sunday, Jan. 17 1:00 PM Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. Great Backyard Bird Count Prep. This 

presentation will show you how you can help birds by participating in the GBBC.  Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983.  

 

Tuesday, Jan. 19 10:00 AM Laurel Hill County Park, Secaucus. We'll be looking for cormorants, waterfowl, and 

ravens. Meet at the big parking lot by ball fields. Contact Don Torino 201-230-4983, greatauk4@gmail.com                     

 

 

 

  CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT -- LOCATIONS & LEADERS 
 

 

Area I-A:   David Hall (973-226-7825)  

Includes: Meadowlands district, Little Ferry, South Hackensack, Moonachie. 

 

Area I-B:   Chris Takacs & Linda Mullaney (201-804-7817).   

Includes:  Teterboro Airport, Clifton, Hasbrouck Heights, Wood Ridge, Wallington, and Paterson. 

 

Area II-A:  Steve Kuitems (908-630-0033) [leave a message]  Includes: New Milford, Hackensack,  

Maywood, River Edge, and parts of Haworth, Dumont, Bergenfield, Oradell, Emerson, Teaneck,  

Bogota and Paramus. 

 

Area II-B:   Gerry Byrne  ( 201 262-0157) 

Includes: United Water properties in Haworth and Emerson plus the Emerson Woods. 

 

Area III:  Sandra Bonardi (201-784-0484) [daytime; leave message].   Includes: Tenafly,  

Englewood, Englewood Cliffs (including Greenbrook Sanctuary) and parts of Cresskill, Dumont,  

Bergenfield and Fort Lee. 

 

Area IV:   Flo Rutherford (FLR414T@aol.com) & Peg Dalton. 

Includes:   Leonia, Teaneck Creek and Overpeck Creek. 

 

Area V:   Ken Witkowski (973-208-9808). Includes: Park Ridge, Woodcliff Lake, Hillsdale,  

Rivervale, Westwood, Washington and parts of Emerson and Oradell. 

 

Area VI-A:  Nancy Hall (973-226-7825) and Sheila Keane.  Includes: Hohokus, Ridgewood, parts  

of Saddle River, Waldwick, Midland Park, Fair Lawn, Hawthorne, Rochelle Park, Saddle Brook,  

Garfield, Glen Rock, Paramus. 

 

Area VI-B:  Peggy O’Neill (201-868-5829) and Denise Farrell (201-370-1148).   Includes: Old  

Tappan, Northvale, part of Rockleigh, Norwood, Harrington Park, Demarest, Closter and parts of Cresskill. 
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 EDUCATION            
   

Audubon Adventures begins its 2015/2016 season and is titled:  Action For Planet Earth.   It focuses on 

three components of our vital and vulnerable natural heritage: habitat, water, and energy.  BCAS proudly 

sponsors and provides Audubon Adventure to14 schools/groups, 46 classrooms, 1,472 students.  While Audubon 

Adventures is mainly used in schools, it can also be used for after school programs/clubs  and public libraries. 

 

Attention retired educators:  Have a little spare time and looking for something to do?  Want to help con-

nect kids with nature and the environment?  Why not visit your local library and ask if you can instruct Audu-

bon Adventures at your convenience.  Once you receive their permission, we’ll 

order a kit or nature news packet for you.  Interested?  Contact Marie Longo 

(201) 498-0809 MLongo8383@aol.com     

 

Our 4th Annual Jr. Naturalist Program took place on August 16th at 

Teaneck Creek Conservancy.  Five children and their parents were in attend-

ance.  We explored and discussed birds, plants, butterflies, reptiles and am-

phibians, mammals and habitats.  Each participant was awarded a certificate, 

an Audubon backpack, a Peterson Guide to Urban Wildlife book and a folder 

chock full of educational info.  

      MARIE LONGO 
 

Congratulations to the Junior Naturalist Class of 2015!!   

 

SPRING COUNT FUNDRAISER, 2015 
  

Bergen County Audubon Society thanks everyone who donated to the 2015 fundraiser. This 

year's total was $3,754.00,  with 153 species counted.  This is greatly appreciated since the 

number of Audubon Adventures kits requested by local schools this year was 46.  Through your 

generosity we are pleased to be able to fulfill all these requests.   
  

  A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PARTICIPANTS!        
           PEGGY O’NEILL 

 

 
Edna Berkovits,  Alice Broquist,  Janice & Vince Bhehl,  Bergen Save the Watershed,  Holly Cowen,  

Regina Coyle,  Robert Dubin,  Lisa DeVos,  Pam Erwin,  Richard Engsberg,  Kay Flalkoff,   

Cynthis Forster,   Garden Club  Oakland,   Beth Goldberg,  Scott Gunther,  Nancy & Dave Hall,   

Carol & Ed Havens,   Rosemarie Howe ,  Ludmila & Arthur Johnsen,  Rich Karp,  Yitzchak Kessach,   

Ken Korn,   Joseph Koscieny,   Mary Kostus,  Leslie & Marty Kruegel,  Ana Kurz,  Alice & Al Leurck,   

Marie & Mark Longo,  Lorraine Matys,   Brenda McIntyre,  Nancy & Ed Mednick,  John 

Mitchell,   

Rochana Murenthongchin,  Douglas Mullaney,  Karen Nickeson,  Peggy O’Neill,   Henry 

Parietti,   

George Reskakis,  Ron & Linda Rynch,  Saddle River Garden Club,  Nancy & Joseph Salvati,   

Daniel Saidoawey,   Linda & Martin Stio,   Patrice & Don Torino, Ann Vezza,  Jim Wright. 
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                                        LIFE BIRDS  
By Don Torino 
 

    Birders are much like most people where our fondest memories revolve around family, friends and events 

that have brought us joy and pleasure throughout life’s delightful and sometimes difficult journey.  But 

birders are also blessed with wonderful reminiscences and recollections of their very own special birds or 

what is known as “Life Birds”. 

 

   What is a life bird?  In simple terms, it is a species that a birder has seen and identified in the wild for the 

very first time in their life.  It can be any bird species at all that the birder sees for the first time.   Each 

person's life-bird list is an individual creation based on where they live or travel and what birds may be lo-

cated in their home range.   It can even be a list based on a specific area--from all over the world or just the 

backyard.  Wherever it is seen, it is a very special occasion when a birder is fortunate enough to add anoth-

er life bird to their list.  For many of us including myself the most memorable life birds have been in the 

Meadowlands.   

 

   I recall my first Barred Owl peering down at my brother and I from a tree limb in Teterboro woods; the 

piercing dark eyes of the owl will never be forgotten but the memories of my late brother and I birding to-

gether will always be with me.   

 

   Etched in my mind is my very first male Northern Harrier -- wandering a Meadowlands trail on an early 

wet and windy fall morning , I came to an opening in the phragmities and met the 

“Gray Ghost” starring right at me just a few feet away.  I am not sure who was more 

surprised.   

 

I recall my very first Rough-legged Hawk like it was yesterday perched in a tree 

along a snow-covered meadowlands field.   Of course, the Snowy Owls over the years 

will always be special to all who made it to places like DeKorte to make them their 

very own life birds. 

 

     Life birds are not just simply something that is added to a page in a book, App or computer and then left 

to be forgotten.   They are birds that we will brag to our grandkids about, daydream about when we get too 

old to wander the Meadowlands trails.   They live in our hearts and become a significant part of our life. 

They are our memories, ones we recall with delight and at times with much examination and considerable 

contemplation.  They recall special times in our lives not only about the life birds, but also the people in our 

lives we enjoyed with them, and the wild places we have all come to love.   Life birds are just that - birds 

that have become part of our lives and stay in our souls forever.   If you have a special Meadowlands Life 

Bird and would like to share it, let me know at Greatauk4@gmail.com   

BCAS would like to thank United Water for their generous donation of $3,000.00.  A portion of the donation 

enabled us to purchase and distribute milkweed, the remainder will be used to support other environmental 

projects and restore more habitats.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured-United Water volunteers at the Teaneck Creek Butterfly Festival,  

July 2015 
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BERGEN COUNTY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

A CHAPTER OF THE 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 235 

Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

Bergen County Audubon Society is 
a chapter of the National Audubon 
Society. As Members of Bergen 
County Audubon Society, we share 

a love for birds and a concern for 
the environment. Our mission is to 
promote and protect wildlife in 
their natural habitat by providing 
opportunities for observation and 
conservation. 
 
All field trips and programs are 
open to the public and free of 
charge. 

Dated Material 

OCTOBER 2015 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Permit No. 28 

Hackensack, NJ 

WWW.BERGENCOUNTYAUDUBON.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2015 

Please enroll me as a member of the Bergen Audubon Society (Q07) and/or the National Audubon Society.  My check is en-

closed for 

(  ) $20 Chapter Sustaining Member or (  ) $35 Family Membership.   All funds stay in our area, helping us to support 

local efforts and provide services in Bergen County.  Make check payable to Bergen County Audubon. 

(  )$20 - National Audubon Society Member.  (1st year rate for new NAS members only). Includes Chapter membership.  

Make check payable to National Audubon Society.  

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address :__________________________________________________   

City:_____________________________ State:____  Zip:___________  

Phone: (____)_______________________________________________ 

E-mail (I would like to be notified of upcoming events online and receive the newsletter electronically.)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

 

Volunteer opportunities in local chapter activities or committees are available.  Please circle your interest and mail with 

your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings. 

__ Conservation    __   Membership    __  Publicity    __  Field Trips     

 ___ Education ___ Newsletter/Website ___ Gardens                                


