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The New Jersey Meadowlands has been my home for almost all my life. Growing up 

birding and exploring in this special place has given me the love of nature that will be 

with me always. To say the least it has meant very much to me that I have had the 

honor and privilege of helping to lead nature walks in the Meadowlands for going on 

ten years. Our partnership with the NJ Meadowlands Commission and now the 

NJSEA has allowed Bergen County Audubon to introduce people to the wonders of the 

Meadowlands like never before. The comeback of New Jersey Meadowlands is one of 

the most amazing environmental success stories in the country - from a place once left 

for dead to now one of the best urban birding places in the United States.  

An achievement very much worth celebrating.

On October 7th Bergen County Audubon Society and the NJSEA will hold the Meadowlands Birding 

Festival, an event long overdue. Keynote speakers like Richard Crossley, live birds of prey 

demonstrations, bird walks, boat trips and even events for children will make the festival a true 

celebration of this unique and incredible place. The Festival will be free of charge to everyone (except 

for the pontoon boat rides) so everyone no matter who you are can come out and learn to love the 

Meadowlands the way we all do. 

I hope you will join me in the Meadowlands on this very special day. 
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The difficulty in running this year’s annual BCAS Spring Bird Count 

is difficult to overstate. Remarkably, the 2017 World Series of Birding 

had been moved one week forward on the calendar, and although 

those results were not stellar, the World Series event avoided the

weather disaster that came to us on May 13. Despite a clamor to

postpone our event, I decided that the event must go forward on time. 

Realistically, we had no fallback plan. The result was a dedicated 

crew of BCAS volunteers going out into steady rain on a mild spring 

day. The morning hours were pretty miserable. By afternoon our 

clothes and optics were soggy, and still the rain fell without respite. 

The birds had no place to escape, but they certainly were not easy to

find.

As listed on page 7, we found record low totals for most species, and 

the total number of species marked a new low compared to the past 

24 years. The number of birds found was down by about 40% and the

number of species suffered to the same extent.  Ouch.  Most raptors

were grounded, and many passerine species were hiding, and surely

not singing their usual repetoires.

The spring migration had been rather confusing anyway, with a few

individual birds arriving way too early, and many species seeming to

bypass New Jersey on their way north. This can happen some years,

and spring migrations can seem halting in their rhythm. But the

spring of 2017 was marred by wet weather every weekend, so it was

easy to miss the process altogether. 

I want to thank all of our intrepid volunteers, who did their best to

make lemonade out of lemons.
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(and bird rehabilitation center), will

bring some residents with her.

On June 3th, BCAS volunteers took a day off 

from the trails to clean about 228 feeders at 

our annual feeder cleaning event. We are

grateful for the all the volunteers who tagged, 

soaked, washed, de-gunked and then cleaned 

and reassembled over 225 bird feeders lead-

ing to (with donations) $1,000. 

Everyone worked very hard in spite of 90 de-

gree weather.

Paramus for allowing us to use his space

and treating us to a delicious lunch. Thanks

to all.
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From April 3rd to May 26th I volunteered with NJ Audubon as a representative of Bergen County 

Audubon monitoring eight buildings in a 4 mile radius in Newark,NJ.  NJ Audubon had two paid 

interns and five citizen scientists walking 7 days, three times a day checking 

for dead and injured birds.  The dead birds were collected and tagged and 

taken back to a freezer for scientific evidence and the live injured birds were 

collected and taken to Raptor Trust.  (Northern Flicker to the right)

I volunteered 4 to 5 days a week walking with the interns halfway through their first walk and into 

their third walk.  The walks started half an hour before sunrise, after sunrise and then a third 

walk after the first two. 

The total number of birds retrieved were 250, 50 species. We also noted bats and found one Silver 

haired at top left (a migratory bat in NJ), and two red bats. It was cold and early morning around 

6:30 am.  Bats go into a torpid state. I tried to put this silver haired bat on a tree trunk but he just 

fell backwards and bared his teeth at me.   Rehabbers tell me they will climb a tree if close by so I 

hope he climbed the tree that night and survived.  In addition, we found migratory Dragonflies but 

only noted them visually as swamp darners. 

The locations of the strikes were also qualified with weather, temperature, time and GPS location. 

We visually noted where it looked like the bird struck and our interpretation of what may have caused the bird to strike at 

that location. The most common visual notation of bird strike was the reflection of a tree in the glass. The most common time

of strikes appeared to be after sunrise.  The building with the most bird strikes were complete glass enclosures with an adja-

cent plot of land with inviting trees 10 to 20 ft away. It has been noted specifically in ABC bird safe building documents that 

trees within three feet of a glass window are safer for birds than trees 5 to 20 ft away. The reasoning is birds migrating will 

seek higher ground and the tree reflections from more than 3 ft away appear taller to the birds. I stepped back and looked 

and yes, trees at a distance appear taller in the glass reflection inviting birds to fly into them.  This study can be found at 

http://nycaudubon.org/images/pdf/Bird-Friendly_Building_Design_2015.pdf.

The study is suspended for the summer and will begin again in September.  Let me know if you are interested in volunteer-

ing-call Mary Kostus 973-779-6929 or email .  It is extremely important that if we want to survive and continue to see 

birds and other wildlife, we join the fight to save habitat and to protect birds in every way we can.  Please also sign 

and share my petition which can be found here. https://www.change.org/p/tim-eustace-support-bird-safe-building-

practices-in-the-nj-meadowlands.

In the meantime, Congressman Tim Eustace has written a bill requiring bird safe glass on all new commercial construction 

in the Meadowlands.  You can read his bill requiring bird-safe glass in the Meadowlands http://

www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/A5000/4795_I1.HTM

One of the best things about leading Bergen Audubon as the President has been the opportunity to meet many devoted, hard-
working people in many small communities around Bergen County that are committed  to conservation and making the envi-
ronment a better place for their neighbors and the wildlife around them. These unsung heroes have given of themselves with 
little recognition and often with personal sacrifice. So it is in their honor that we are proud to announce our annual 
County Audubon/Harold Feinberg Conservation Award”. 

This award is named in honor of Harold Feinberg, our long time member and field trip chairman for many years. Harold has 
been a mentor, an enthusiastic supporter of our endeavors and has always given freely of his expertise with a combination of 
patience and knowledge that few possess.  We are asking you to nominate a candidate that you think should be recognized 
with this award. Please send us the name of someone who you think has worked hard on behalf of the environment and the 

(Current BCAS board members are not eligible to receive the award.)  

A) Name and address or phone number of the individual. 

B) Description of their accomplishment; why you think this individual(s) should receive this award (400 words or less). 

C) Your name and address or phone number. 

All nominations must be received no later than September 30, 2017 .  Award presentation  at our December meeting .
Submissions may be mailed to BCAS, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653 or email to Don Torino at greatauk4@gmail.com
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Unless noted, all field trips are rain OR shine.  For last minute changes due to inclement weather or other conditions, please 

notify trip leader.  For additional information or to make suggestions for field trips,

Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

August 1 (Tues) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Early migrants. Contact: Don Torino  

Shorebirds and early migrants Contact: Don Torino 

3:00 PM Butterfly Festival at NJ Botanical Garden in Ringwood. Free Event, $5.00 Parking.   

Contact: Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com 

Shorebirds and early fall migrants.  Contact: Don Torino.

August 17 (Thurs) 10:00 AM BCAS Members Appreciation Pontoon trip along Hackensack River and surrounding 

marshes with NJSEA.   Contact:  Chris Takacs 201-207-0426 or americanchris22@gmail.com.

August 20  (Sun) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Fall Migrants.  Contact: Don Torino 201-230-4983.  

August 24 (Thurs) 10:00 AM BCAS Members Appreciation Pontoon trip along Hackensack River and surrounding 

marshes with NJSEA.   Contact:  Chris Takacs 201-207-0426 or americanchris22@gmail.com.

Shorebirds and fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino  

September 5 (Tues) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Fall Migrants, Warblers. Contact: Don Torino  

State Line Lookout Hawk Watch. Looking for migrant hawks especially Broad-winged Hawks, 

Eagles, Peregrine Falcons Contact: Peg O'Neill, omargarito@aol.com 201-868-5829

September 17 (Sun) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Fall Migrants, Warblers. Contact: Don  Torino.

September 19 (Tues) 10:00 AM Richard DeKorte Park. Shorebirds, ducks, fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino.  

September 24 (Sun) 10:00 PM Fall Nature Walk at NJ Botanical Garden in Ringwood. Contact: Don Torino.  

Fall Migrants, warblers and sparrows. Meet at Bandshell Lot. 

Contact: Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com.

September 28 (Thurs) 8:30 AM, Hilltop Reservation. Fall Migrants, Sparrows.

Contact: Dave Hall 973-226-7825 david.hall@einstein.yu.edu

Fall migrants, Thrushes. Contact: Don Torino 

October 3 (Tues) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Fall migrants, Sparrows. Contact: Don Torino  

day Meadowlands Birding Festival,  Richard DeKorte Park.   Contact: Don Torino 

October 15 (Sun) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Fall Migrants, Sparrows. Contact: Don Torino.  

Fall Migrants, waterfowl, shorebirds, sparrows. Contact: Don Torino 

October 19 (Thurs) 8:30 AM Branch Brook Park. Fall migrants, warblers, sparrows. Meet at Cherry Blossom Visitor Center.  

Contact: Dave Hall 973-226-7825 david.hall@einstein.yu.edu

October 22 (Sun) 10:00 AM The New Weis Center, Ringwood. Nature Walk.  Come out and discover the New Weis Center.   

Contact: Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

.  Looking for fall migrants, shorebirds, waterfowl. Meet at parking lot B. Bring Lunch.

Contact: Bill Resotko 732-899-2004 & Peg O'Neill, omargarito@aol.com 201-868-5829

For a complete list of directions to field trip sites , please visit 
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The theme for this year's contest was . Students in participating Audubon Adventures schools were 

invited to enter the contest. Six schools/groups participated, Saint Joseph Academy in Bogota (SJA), East Brook Ele-

mentary in Park Ridge (EB), West Ridge Elementary in Park Ridge (WR), Washington School in Little Ferry (LF),

Oradell Public School, Bergen 4-H Garden Club in Garfield. The exhibition and awards ceremony was held on June 3rd

at the MEC in Lyndhurst. Prizes were awarded and 130 people were in attendance.

Addison A. (SJA), Mia D. (OPS), Lydia F. (OPS), Billy M. (SJA), Alejandro R. (SJA)

Isabella A. (SJA), Morgan C. (SJA), Gabrielle M. (SJA), Chloe T. (OPS), Allison Z. (OPS)

Kathleen B. (OPS), Maya E. (OPS), Sebastian F. (SJA), Natalia V. (SJA), Kayleigh W. (OPS)

Yostina A. (SJA), Eve A. (OPS), Isabella M. (SJA), Emily S. (OPS)

Rianna B. (SJA), Aubrey E. (OPS), Janelle M. (SJA), Jayden T. (SJA), Theo Z. (SJA)

Brandon M. (SJA), Krystyna P. (SJA), Thomas R. (SJA), Isabelle S. (SJA), Layla W. (SJA)

Olivia B. (SJA), Joshua F. (SJA), Kenneth K. (SJA), Amanda M. (SJA), Raymond V. (SJA)

Charles D. (EB), Victoria G. (WR), Myla L. (SJA), Omar L. (SJA), Nirvana R. (SJA)

Abigail D. (SJA), Divangel G. (SJA), Tamas K. (OPS), Aidan Lavalle (SJA), Carina Rios (SJA)

Mia C. (SJA), Ryan C. (SJA), Mia M. (SJA), Mateo O. (SJA), Anthony S. (SJA)

Neil B. (SJA), Aleli D. (SJA), Emily F. (SJA), Ivelisse V. (SJA), Vivel V. (SJA)

Calista D. (SJA), Ryan D. (SJA), Petra F. (SJA), David M. (SJA), Kalib M. (SJA)

is the newest Audubon Adventures learning kit for grades 3

-5. Designed to provide students with a well-rounded understanding of the interconnection of natural systems, the new

Audubon Adventures will explain the functions of birds, bees, and native plants in our ecosystem. These kits require no 

previous knowledge on the topic and can be put to use in the classroom immediately. Our 2017-2018 learning kits will 

cover: Native Plants, Bird Migration and Insect Pollinators. BCAS sponsors schools with classroom kits free of charge.

If you are interested in receiving a kit for your school or group please contact .

BCAS has certified 92 gardens thus far. Help us reach a milestone 100th certifica-

tion while making a difference for birds and wildlife. Your garden will be mapped on our website and you’ll receive a

certificate and a garden sign for your efforts. Applications and more detailed information can be found at

www.bergencountyaudubon.org/cwg.
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Unless stated otherwise, meetings are held on Wednesdays at Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Puffin Way, Teaneck.

They may be Earth’s greatest but least-known wildlife destinations:  the remote Falkland Islands

and South Georgia are the breeding and nesting grounds for many of the bird and mammal species that inhabit the rich 

but stormy waters surrounding Antarctica.  Kevin Watson , a local birder and photographer shows us glacial plains

filled with thousands of King Penguins, majestic albatrosses gliding a few feet overheard, huge Elephant Seals battling 

on the beaches, and much more. 

Kevin and nature writer Jim Wright are co-authors of the coffee-table book “Hawk Mountain: the World’s First Raptor

Sanctuary” . Born in London, Kevin now lives in Bergen County, NJ.

.  Possibly one of the most de-

lightful behaviors that birds have evolved is their ability to sing. Birdsongs has inspired poets and musicians for millen-

nia, and may be the source behind our own song and music.  In this program, naturalist and educator Gabriel Willow

will explore the world of birdsong, the morphology and biology behind it, and how to identify some of the more common 

songs in our area.

Gabriel Willow is an Educator and Urban Naturalist with a particular passion for birds.  He has a background in Hu-

man Ecology and Conservation Biology.  He leads tours and teaches classes for NYC Audubon, Wave Hill, and others, 

and was the Senior Naturalist at the Prospect Park Audubon Center in Brooklyn for several years.  He has led tours to

all five Boroughs, throughout NY, and abroad.  He co-created an innovative interactive citizen science program & app 

called The WildLab.

AND

are the recipients of 

our first Teacher Appreciation Awards.  Gayle and Kim established the courtyard 

garden at SBMS/SBHS and have connected students with nature and made a dif-

ference for birds and wildlife. The courtyard garden is a shining example of what 

schools should and could accomplish.  Saddle Brook Middle School also partici-

pates in the Audubon Adventures program.  Every year, Gayle and Kim coordi-

nate the Great Backyard Bird Count at the Saddle Brook Schools.

and be awarded in June. Teachers who go above and beyond 

to connect their students with nature and demonstrate environmental leadership 

are eligible. Submit nominations and include their name, school and a description of how they connect students with 

nature and exemplify environmental leadership.  Send nominations to:  Marie Longo, Education Chair

MLongo8383@aol.com. 

OUR will be held at DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst on Tuesday, Au-

gust 22nd from 9AM-11AM. and open to ages 7-12. Space is limited to the first 20 children.  Children must be

accompanied by an adult. Registration required.  Contact .
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Dbl‑crst. Cormorant 21

Great Blue Heron 4

Great Egret 22

Snowy Egret 11

Bl‑crn. Night Heron 5

Mute Swan 37

Canada Goose 94

Wood Duck 13

Am. Black Duck 3 

Mallard 161

Gadwall 22

Osprey 3

Bald Eagle 4

Red‑tailed Hawk 6

Wild Turkey 6

Semi-palmated Plover 16

Killdeer 12

Gr. Yellowlegs 30

Ls. Yellowlegs 16

Solitary Sandpiper 5

Spotted Sandpiper 7

Least Sandpiper 1295

Ring‑billed Gull 29

Herring Gull 37

Gr. Bl.‑backed Gull 1

Forster's Tern 32

Rock Dove 5

Mourning Dove 34

‑

Chimney Swift 2

Belted Kingfisher 1

Red‑bellied Woodpkr 19

Downy Woodpecker 8

Hairy Woodpecker 2

Northern Flicker 9

Eastern Phoebe 3

Gr. Crst. Flycatcher 2

Eastern Wood-Pewee 1

Willow Flycatcher 1

Eastern Kingbird 1

Tree Swallow 206

N. Rough-w. Swallow 57

Cliff Swallow 7

Bank Swallow 6

Barn Swallow 150

Blue Jay 39

Common Raven 2

American Crow 10

Fish Crow 5

Bl‑capped Chickadee 15

Tufted Titmouse 17

White‑br. Nuthatch 2

Carolina Wren 8

House Wren 13

Marsh Wren 13

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 7

Veery 7

Swainson's Thrush 6

Wood Thrush 11

American Robin 252

Gray Catbird 105

N. Mockingbird 10

Brown Thrasher 2

European Starling 76

Red-eyed Vireo 8

Warbling Vireo 26

Pine Warbler 5

N. Parula Warbler 9

Yellow Warbler 69

Yellow‑rump Warbler 10

Black-thr. Grn Warbler 2

Blackpoll Warbler 2

Black & White Warbler 2

Amer. Redstart 3

Ovenbird 4

N. Waterthrush 3

L. Waterthrush 1

Com. Yellowthroat 44

Scarlet Tanager 3

Northern Cardinal 38

Rose‑br. Grosbeak 2

Ruf.‑sided Towhee 1

Chipping Sparrow 7

Savannah Sparrow 2

Song Sparrow 50

Swamp Sparrow 2

‑

Red‑wingd. Blackbird 160

Eastern Meadowlark 20

Common Grackle 87

Brown‑head. Cowbird 27

Orchard Oriole 2

Northern Oriole 63

House Finch 16 

American Goldfinch 34

House Sparrow 47

Best birds marked by

103 Total Species 3,796 Birds
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Bergen County Audubon Society is 
a chapter of the National Audubon 
Society. As Members of Bergen 
County Audubon Society, we share 
a love for birds and a concern for 
the environment. Our mission is to 
promote and protect wildlife in 
their natural habitat by providing 
opportunities for observation and 
conservation.

All field trips and programs are 
open to the public and free of 
charge.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
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Hackensack, NJ

WWW.BERGENCOUNTYAUDUBON.ORG

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2017

Please enroll me as a member of the Bergen Audubon Society (Q07) and/or the National Audubon Society.  My check is en-

closed for

(  ) $20 Chapter Sustaining Member or (  ) $35 Family Membership.   All funds stay in our area, helping us to support 

local efforts and provide services in Bergen County and surrounding areas.  Make check payable to Bergen County Audubon.

(  )$20 - National Audubon Society Member.  (1st year rate for new NAS members only). Includes Chapter membership.  

Make check payable to National Audubon Society. 

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address :__________________________________________________  

City:_____________________________ State:____  Zip:___________ 

Phone: (____)_______________________________________________

E-mail (I would like to be notified of upcoming events online and receive the newsletter electronically.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653-0235

Volunteer opportunities in local chapter activities or committees are available.  Please circle your interest and mail with 

your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings.

__ Conservation    __   Membership    __  Publicity    __  Field Trips    

___ Education ___ Newsletter/Website ___ Gardening                               




